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Dates to Note: 
 

 Mar. 8 - Spring Open 
House & Academic Night 
6 - 7:30pm 

 Mar. 16 - Kindergarten 
Round-up, 9:30am 

 Kids Against Hunger 
Kick-off 

 Mar. 20 Athlete Recog-
nition Night 6:30pm 

 Mar. 26-Apr. 2 Spring 
Break 

 Mar. 23 - End of third 
quarter, 2 hour early 
out 

 Apr 12-14 Spring Play 

 Apr 16 - Junior Class 
Fundraiser @ Pizza 
Ranch 5-pm 

 

 

Headmaster Notes-A Future Founded Upon God’s Grace 
Thank you for praying for our Board’s vision retreat on February 23rd and 24th. We will 
roll out our musings to the Morning Star Academy Association (just in case you didn’t 
know, that’s you if you are a parent) at the annual meeting in May. 
 
How do you contemplate the unknown future? It starts with reflecting on the past.    
Morning Star Academy’s past is full of God’s grace. How else do you explain this school’s 
existence? Five pastors gathering almost 25 years ago believing that the Quad Cities was in 
need of a Christian school. The financial report on May 15, 1993 -- the earliest notes I 
could find -- was $627.21. Little less than a year later the chairman of the board of the 
Quad-Cities Christian School Association was happy to report, “Plans have moved forward 
and we will open a pre-school and K-6 Elementary School . . . in September 1994.”       
Applications to be charter members of the association were being accepted with a $20 fee. 
 
Evidence of God’s grace continued as the school in six years outgrew the shared space with 
Bettendorf Christian Church. Timing was just right for a migration across the Mississippi to 
the Villa, a beautiful, historic building in Rock Island.  As we reflect on the move, we    
recognize God was expanding Morning Star’s reach into Moline and Rock Island.  Our 
student body swelled with an influx of students from Illinois, an increase we still enjoy  
today. 
 
God’s grace continued when in the fall of 2004 the Villa was sold. Again we were in need 
of a new home. Again Providence intervened when Bettendorf Christian Church sought a 
buyer for their church, our current location. Remarkably in 90 days donors gave $324,091. 
And God’s grace continued. The leadership decided to move all of the school equipment, 
curriculum and records in advance of the remodel. A month later the Villa burned down. 
 
Twenty three years from our inception we are a member school of the Association of   
Classical Christian Schools. Our accreditation with Christian School International is       
recognized by the Iowa Department of Education. We have total assets of nearly $1.3   
million; the CPA firm, Honkamp Kruger, has given a positive annual review. 
 
More importantly, the evidence of God’s grace is that students’ lives are being shaped 
more-and-more into the image of Jesus Christ, our Morning Star. It is He, the anticipation 
and guarantee of a better day, that gives us hope for our future. 
 

We anticipate an exciting 2018-2019 school year and beyond. Continue to pray, re-enroll, 

apply for financial aid, attend the May annual meeting, and be a part of the future. 

 

Blessings,                  

Rob Spykstra, Headmaster 
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Enrollment Deadlines 
We have just passed the first enrollment deadline. Beginning March 1st we are now accepting applications from 
new families. If you have not re-enrolled, please complete your application as soon as possible and send it in with 
your registration fee. 
 
The next deadline is April 1st. Beginning April 1st the registration fee goes up by $100. 

PTP News and Upcoming Events 
THANK YOU to all who helped make our Wishing Tree successful. It is wonderful when we can make our 
teachers’ wishes come true. 

THANK YOU to all who helped provide food for the teacher in-service. If you would like to be added to the list 
for bringing food, please contact Emily Arguello at emilyandalex@hotmail.com. 

We are gearing up for the Kids Against Hunger community service project in April. The kick off is March 20th 
with the packaging on April 26th. Please check your calendars to see if you are able to help in April. 

Looking ahead…. 
Uniform Sale, April 6th from 3pm-5pm 
Game Night, Grades 3rd – 12th, April 20th 
Kids Against Hunger Packaging April 26th 8:30-3:15 

Open House & Academic Night 
Morning Star Academy Spring Open House and Academic Night will be held on 
Thursday, March 8, 2018, from 6 to 7:30 p.m.  Classrooms will be open and curriculum will be on display.   
Information packets will be available for new  families.  Our Open House program, which will take place from 
6:00 to 6:30 p.m. will showcase some of what our Grammar School students are learning.  In addition, fifth-
eighth grade students will have displays about their research projects in the activity center.   Everyone’s invited!  
Come see what we have been studying.  Invite your friends and neighbors! 
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Save the Dates 
On April 27th, 7th through 12th grades will be having a Quad-Cities educational experience visiting various sites 
around the cities and discovering the great history, art, science and culture right in our own backyard. 
 
On April 21st, 9th through 12th grade will enjoy the second annual Morning Star Gala, a night of fine food, good 
manners, music and dance.  
 
Details for both events will be coming in the month of March.  

Athlete Recognition Night 
All athletes who competed on our Morning Star teams during this school year will be honored on Tuesday, 
March 20, at 6:30pm.  Athletes in fifth-twelfth grade and their families are invited to join us for dessert in the 
MSA Great Hall.  Come and support our athletes and take a look back at this year’s accomplishments! 

mailto:emilyandalex@hotmail.com
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Spring Play 
Morning Star Academy's drama department, Trap Door Productions, is excited to announce this year's spring 
play And Then There Were None by Agatha Christie.  This mystery follows ten strangers who are all invited to a weekend getaway 
on Soldier Island.  But once they arrive, they quickly realize that their mysterious host is actually a murderer.  Trapped on the island 
with no apparent escape, the strangers band together to uncover the identity of the killer.  Meanwhile, people start disappearing one by 
one…. Runs April 12th-14th.  Showtime is 7:00pm on all nights; doors open at 6:30pm.  Tickets are $5 for MSA students, $7.50 
for adults, and $20 for a family.   

*Note to Parents: Due to the suspenseful nature of this play, including some scenes which feature gunfire, this 
show may be too intense for some of our younger audience members.  If you have any questions regarding the  
show, please feel free to contact Miss Israel at  KathleenIsrael@gmail.com. 

Kindergarten Round-Up 
Parents and their children who will be entering kindergarten this fall are invited to a Kindergarten Round-Up to 
be held Friday, March 16 from 9:30-10:30am.  Parents will have the opportunity to learn about Morning Star’s 
classical Christian approach to education, spend time in the kindergarten classroom, meet the teacher, and tour 
the building.  Activities are also planned for the incoming kindergartners.  Registration packets will be available 
that day.  For more information, visit the school’s website at www.morningstaracdemy.org  or call 563-359-5700. 

Morning Star Gala 
At Morning Star Academy we choose to celebrate and make memories with our families in a variety of ways.  
One way we do this is to celebrate with our Rhetoric School by hosting a Spring Gala.  During this event, we 
honor our senior class for their accomplishments at MSA.  Our Rhetoric School students learn etiquette to pre-
pare them for the future.  They are able to practice it at this event.  This year’s theme chosen by our seniors is, “A 
Night Under the Stars”.  It is a formal event that will allow us to rejoice with our Rhetoric School students and 
families over the many good things they have achieved while at Morning Star Academy. It will be held on Satur-
day, April 21, 2018.  It is at the Hilton Garden Inn in Bettendorf, IA. The attire is formal for juniors and seniors 
and their guests.  Attire is semi-formal for freshman and sophomores and their guests. Seniors and their guests 
should arrive at MSA by 6pm for the limo ride to pictures and then the venue.  Doors at the location open at 
6:30pm. Tickets are $40 for any who would like to attend. (14 yrs. and older please)   

 For more information email: angie.walters@msa-qc.org. 

Yearbook Pictures Needed 
Now is the time to submit all those photos you've been taking to make our yearbook look great! We want to see 
all your memories from the past year, whether you were participating in a school-sponsored activity, working hard 
in the classroom, or goofing around with friends. To submit your photo, please share by: Emailing to morn-
ingstaryearbook@gmail.com or 

Uploading to Google Drive at: https://drive.google.com/open?id=0BzKw2__eHothUzFxWHdNeUF2OEk 
For convenience, this link will be sent by email. 

Also, feel free to invite morningstaryearbook@gmail.com to your share sites for pictures. 

If you have any questions or you would like to volunteer to help with the yearbook, please contact the email 

above. Thanks for making the yearbook great! 
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Pizza Ranch Fundraiser 
You are invited to a Pizza Ranch Tip Night to benefit the Class of 2019.  This 
event will be held on Monday, April 16, at Pizza Ranch, 880 Lincoln Road, 
Bettendorf.  The class of 2019 will receive all the tips from the evening and 
10% of sales between 5 - 9 p.m.  Come out and support the Class of 2019.   

Babysitting at Morning Star 
March 16, 5 - 9pm 
April 6, 5 - 9pm 

Senior Class Sponsored Events 

Spirit Wear Web Store 

BPV Registration 
The Bettendorf-Pleasant Valley Youth Baseball Association is now accepting registrations online at  

this link:   
 

Renewing registrations from past years is as easy as reviewing contact information and making necessary          
corrections. First-time users also will find using the system less time-consuming while offering greater data      
accuracy. Online registration also offers credit-card payments (check also may be sent to: BPV, P.O. Box 215, 
Bettendorf, Iowa, 52722). 

 

Note: The season starts March 24 with tryouts/evaluations for all but the oldest and youngest divisions. All        
players are placed on a team; the evaluations are only used for a draft by coaches to try and ensure a competitive 
balance. Division drafts for the coaches are planned the week after the tryouts and before Easter Sunday 
(assignments are generated by those drafts). 
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Practices for all but the oldest division begin after Easter, with games planned to start on or about April 30. (The 
Seniors Division begins May 14). All-Star Games are planned on and around the July 4 holiday. Depending on 
weather, all seasons should wrap up by mid-July (Seniors run until approximately July 31). 

 

In general: Expect to play a couple of games each week. Once games start, practice time is mostly available on the 
weekends, decided on by a team-by-team, first-come basis. (The two oldest divisions usually play 3 games per 
week).  

All players receive a jersey, hat and baseball socks for their uniform. Baseball pants and shoes, as well as gloves 
are the responsibility of the participant. (Some also provide their own helmets and bats, but BPV also provides 
those, along with catchers gear, in a set of team equipment). 

 

Note: BPV does not exclude participation due to financial hardship. Contact Bob Tappa (rftappa@gmail.com or 
563-499-4702) for more information or to discuss payment options.  

 

Behind-the-scenes help running the all-volunteer organization also is necessary. Please consider volunteering by 
contacting Steve Tappa (tappa@qconline.com or 563-676-8111). For sponsorship information, please contact Dan 
Escontrias (danesco33@gmail.com or 563-210- 3489). Umpires are also needed and compensated for their work; 
contact Ron Johns (johnsronald@johndeere.com at 706-220-7286). 

 

Coaches also are needed in all divisions! (Contact any of those listed). 

The divisions offered this year are the same as last season (in all divisions, all players bat in order and participation 
rules are followed):  

 

-- Coach Pitch: A beginning program for Grades 1-3. Coaches pitch to batters. Players run the bases with some 
restrictions. Six-inning games. Fields used are at Hoover School and the diamonds nearest to Splash Landing at 
Middle Park (Called Lowry & 23rd St.). Most teams grouped by school. Also: LeClaire-only teams are a registration 
option on a first-come, first-serve basis. 

 

-- Intro to Kid Pitch: Geared for 3rd graders and any advanced/veteran coach pitchers ready for a new challenge. 
Kids pitch to hitters with restrictions. A mixture of rules are used from the Coach Pitch and Minors Division to 
prepare players for the next level. Six-inning games. Field used: Crow Creek #6 (by the soccer fields). LeClaire-
only teams are a registration option on a first-come, first-serve basis. New this year: Evaluations & a draft! 

 

-- Minors: For Grades 4-5. Full kid pitch with base-running restrictions. Regulation games are six innings. Fields 
used: Scheck Park and Crow Creek #10 & #11 at the 4-Plex. Teams formed by a draft following evaluations.    
LeClaire-only teams are a registration option on a first-come, first-serve basis. 

 

-- Majors: For Grades 6-7: Full base running rules. Regulation games now seven innings. Fields used: Crow Creek 
#8 & #9 at the 4-Plex. Teams formed by a draft following evaluations. 

 

-- Juniors: For Grades 8-9. Full baseball. Fields used: Crow Creek #5 and Paul Norton School. Teams formed by 
a draft following evaluations. Games are seven innings. Fields have lights; night games are normal. Also plays 
games with and at North Scott Little League. Note: If pairing BPV with high school baseball, consider playing in 
Seniors on a full-sized diamond against older competition. 

 

-- Seniors: Ages 15-20. Full baseball. Fields used: Devils Glen Park and McCausland City Field. Grab your friends 
and create a team (adult coach needed). All players are placed on a team. Schedule includes doubleheaders on  
lighted fields on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays. 

For more information about the BPV, visit our website at http://www.eteamz.com/BPV/. All general questions 

may be directed to Steve Tappa at 563-676-8111 or tappa@qconline.com. 

PAGE 5 MO R N IN G STAR  AC AD EMY N EWS  



MO R N IN G STAR  AC AD EMY N EWS  PAGE 6  

The ACCS Standardized and College Admissions 2017 fall survey of its member schools is encouraging. 
Although our primary aim is to shape students lives into the image of Christ and not just prepare them 
to go to college, we are encouraged by the results.  

   
 

Newest Standardized Tests and Admission Report 



Re-enrollment Timeline 
 

Just a reminder of the re-enrollment process and timeline. 
March 1st -- Open enrollment 
 
1.  All families may apply for admission. Consideration for open seats will be based upon timing of receiving the online ap-
plication form for admissions and the registration fee (for new students) or the online enrollment form for existing families. 
 
2.  All families may apply for financial aid through FACTS. 
 
Please note, all re-enrolling families who wish to receive their multi-student discount must submit a FACTS application by 
April 15th.   
 
April 1st -- Increased Registration Fee 
 
Beginning April 1st, registration fee increases to $175 for preschool and $350 per family for K-12th grades.  Morning Star 
will refund all but $150 of the registration fees if enrollment is declined by June 15th by either the family or Morning Star. 
 
May 1st -- First Round of Financial Aid/Scholarship Awards 
 
All families who apply through FACTS between January 15th and April 15th will receive first preference for scholarships. 
Scholarship award amounts will be awarded beginning May 1st. 
 
June 1st -- Second Round of Financial Aid/Scholarship Awards    
 
All families who apply through FACTS between April 15th and May 15th will be awarded scholarships beginning June 1st. 
 
Please note: After June 15th registration fees will not be refunded. 
 
June 15th -- Remaining Financial Aid/Scholarship Awards 
 
We recognize that some new families are in transition over the summer and new to the area. Also circumstances for current 
families may require unexpected need for scholarships. Our aim is to set aside a small portion for new families in summer 
transition. If any scholarship amounts remain we will consider unexpected needs from current families.  
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